Family Center
Parenting Certificate

T

he Family House will launch
a new program this month,
the Family Center Parenting
Certificate, in an effort to
improve the quality of
relationships between mothers
and their children; teach skills;
increase awareness of the impact
of addiction on children; and
teach the significance of recovery
in creating healthy families.
Our goals are to create,
motivate, and engage mothers
who utilize our daycare center;
raise awareness regarding the
significance of center activities for their children; and build parenting
skills and core values. Advancement in the program will correlate with
each phase of their treatment and Family Center staff will provide
progress updates. Upon completion of their parenting goals, mothers
will receive the Parenting Certificate as a testament to their new skills
and increased confidence.
“Having moms learn these basic skills — ensuring that children
receive regular care, e.g. ample rest, preparing for the day by having
them dressed, fed, and dropped off at the Family Center by 8 a.m., and
more — will teach the importance of a consistent schedule, create good
rules for living and a sense of safety upon completion of our program,”
says Pamela Judge, Family Services Supervisor/Parenting Specialist. !

Angela Shanks and Diane Bradley work
with children in Libertae’s daycare center.
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Libertae receives
IMPACT Award

L

ibertae was a recipient of
GlaxoSmithKline’s 12th
Annual IMPACT Award for
excellence in community
healthcare, which came with
a check for $40,000. The funds
will be used to continue to provide
access to proactive and effective
healthcare services to the women
and their families who come to
Libertae for help. Our thanks
again to Rep. Tomlinson for
nominating Libertae for this honor.
The award was presented to members of Libertae’s staff and board
of directors during a luncheon ceremony March 17. !

Front Row: Susan Rade, Dr. Deb Niehoff,
Connie Karasow, Bonnie Halbreiner,
Dara Lovett, Victoria Flaville; Back Row:
Mary Linda Andrews, Merle Franklyn,
Dr. Pullman, Dan Moser, Tracy Kenny

Grants ...
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Continued from page 1.

learn how to move beyond any
feelings of victimization and into
the realm of taking personal
responsibility.
This grant helped provide
increased hours with the
psychiatrist and emergency
consultations with a hospital or
emergency psychiatric services, and
in-service training for our clinical
team. We also implemented a
system for collecting data to
measure the efficacy of our
strategies for working with cooccurring residents.
The Philadelphia Foundation
awarded us a $30,300
“Organizational Effectiveness”
grant, which supported a technology
upgrade and dramatically improved
communications and service.
Facility upgrades and improvements
to our aging buildings and
infrastructure were also made
with this funding.
Most recently we were honored
to receive an IMPACT award
from GlaxoSmithKline in the
amount of $40,000 for our
commitment to empowering
women and their families to
maintain sobriety. This award will
allow Libertae to continue to offer
structured programs including
therapy, life skills, employment,
recreation, community and
fellowship, and parenting classes.
Libertae’s children’s services
will also be helped through this
funding. These include tutoring,
drug prevention, interventions,
recreation, education, and
mentoring. The facility’s fully
licensed Family Center has a
curriculum designed for children
of addicted parents and
collaborates with the local
elementary school.
We are grateful to all our donors,
large and small. Thank you! !

Libertae’s dining
room gets all spruced
up for the Sponsor
Dinner—a way to
express gratitude to
the community of
women that sponsors
our residents.

State Representative, Gene DiGirolamo, joined the
festivities at Libertae’s holiday party in December.

Libertae celebrated as 14 babies were born
into recovery last year! Currently, we have
eight pregnant women residing at
Libertae.

Richard J. Gold, Deputy Secretary of
Health for the PA Office of Children, Youth
and Families, graciously took time out of
his busy schedule to visit Libertae last year
to learn about the challenges faced by
families in recovery. He poses here with
Executive Director Connie Karasow.

Santa and one of his
elves celebrate
Christmas with one of
our smallest family
members.

