Diversity Panel celebrates its second year

L

ibertae is grateful to our intern, Katie Webster, and our 			
volunteers, Corey Bradley and Chelsea Fineberg, who organized
and presented a program on Cultural Diversity for the second year in
a row. Thanks to our Clinical Director, Celeste Wansley-Carpenter for
overseeing the event.
Presenters included Jack Lewis, from the Office of Diversity
and Community Outreach, University School of Medicine; Nathan
Townsend, of the Family Services Association of Bucks County; Jean
Ulkloss, representing the Jewish community; Andrea Lawful-Trainer,
representing the Jamaican Community; Joi J., a Libertae alumna;
Catherine Getchell, from the office of Vocational Rehabilitation;
Karen Brookins, representing the Family Service Association of Bucks
County; Ana Rosado, from the Bucks County Drug and Alcohol
Commission and the Latino community; and Lee (Supichaya),
representing the Mongkolepmunee Buddhist Community. A special
thank you to Treatment Tech Helen Downs for her sewing talents that
beautified the room.
Our wonderfully diverse panelists were not only informative
and interesting but also left everyone laughing at their stories and
humorous approaches to describing their differences. b

Cultural Diversity Cake

Lee (Supichaya)

Board news

BIKERS
AND BABES!
Save the Date!

L

ibertae is pleased to have met
its strategic planning goal of
expanding the Board. And we are
even more pleased to have Libertae
alumna, Nicole Henry, join us as
the latest addition to our board. b

The 7th Annual Lesley Duco
Memorial Bike Run has moved!
We’re still biking to raise money to help the wonderful
programming at Libertae, but now we’ll be doing it in the cooler
air of fall … September 18 to be exact.
This year the event begins at Libertae, 5245 Bensalem Blvd., in
Bensalem, and ends at Core Creek Park.
The Bike Run has turned into a fun family day, be sure to save
the date on your calendar!

Attention Golfers!

Bensalem Township Charity Challenge

June 1, 2011 – Bensalem Township Country Club
Libertae is one of the beneficiaries – come on out!
Call 215-633-3681 for information or go to Bensalemedc@comcast.net

Back Row L to R: Kyle St. Claire,
Linda Lutz, Bonnie Halbreiner, Nicole Henry,
Julie Goldstein, Lou Shaknitz Front Row
L to R: Stephanie Wood, Dr. Deb Niehoff,
Fredlyn Brown, Susan Rade

Dine out – Do good!

W

hite Dove Charities has
chosen Libertae as its
2011 beneficiary. The next event
is a Beef, Beer & Soft Drinks
dinner May 20, 2011 from 7 to
11 p.m., at the Hilltop Athletic
Club. See whitedovecharities.org
for more information. b
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What’s going on
around campus?

O

Libertae’s Social Services
Department, under the
guidance of Director Dara Lovett,
believes in providing a variety
of experiences for our women
and children. Here are a few
highlights from the past several
months:

Fashion Show Success!

O

nce again, Libertae’s Annual Fashion Show and Dinner was a
sellout. This year, our popular fundraiser was held at the elegant
Buck Hotel in Feasterville. We welcomed BOC Productions and Berta
Sawyer back for return engagements, but this year’s show presented
a twist on our usual theme. All ages were represented in our multigenerational show with youth fashions provided by Gap, GapKids and
Yours Mine & Ours Children’s Consignment of Newtown. More than
$20,000 was raised in support of Libertae’s mission. Thank you to all
who participated! b

• On February 26, the Family
House residents attended the
Bristol Annual Black History
Month Poetry and Creative
Expressions event at the
Haven House Community
Church of the Nazarene.
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• Halfway House residents
organized a fundraiser for
their February Unity Day,
making chocolate rose
lollipops to sell for Valentine’s
Day. They raised $125 to use
toward their March Unity Day
fun activity.
• Residents continue to meet
with volunteer Barbara
Charles who discusses
the importance of healthy
nutrition. Our three volunteer
GED tutors are on site three
times a week to work with
residents. Student nurses
from Holy Family University
have been focusing their
work on exercise, nutrition,
and conducting medication
reviews. Students from
LaSalle University conduct
educational workshops
once a week on many
important topics, including
stress management, child
development, and nutrition.
Another volunteer, Colleen
Schmid, runs a children’s
play group and helps organize
the Family House clothes
closet. b

Emily Mirande

Janai Carpenter,
Simone Tresley, and
Dahlia Tarver

Dale of BOC Productions

We honor a
lawmaker and friend

W

e honored PA State Rep.
Gene DiGirolamo (R., 18th
Legislative District) a long-time
staunch supporter of Libertae and
our services, at a luncheon April
8 at Celebrations in Bensalem.
Rep. DiGirolamo helped guide
passage of Act 50 last year, which
created a cabinet-level drug and
Kids from the Family Center show their
appreciation for Rep. Gene DiGirolamo.
alcohol authority for the
Commonwealth.
Rep. DiGirolamo has been a lifelong resident of Bensalem and is
serving his 9th term in the state House. He currently is the majority
chairman of the House Human Services Committee, a position where
he can effectively continue his advocacy of issues relating to drug and
alcohol treatment and prevention, as well as mental health, and to help
Pennsylvanians in need.
He has received numerous awards from the community for his
efforts to raise awareness of drug and alcohol addiction and help
increase state funding for treatment and prevention programs and
services. At the luncheon, the Bucks County Commissioners presented
the veteran lawmaker with a Proclamation for his service to his
constituents. b

