SUMMER 2012

Moravian

SPORTS AT MORAVIAN
Mind, Body, Spirit

Moravian

summer
2012
2	Prelude: A Magical Moment in Time
4	President’s Letter: Take Pride in
Athletics at Moravian
10

Remembering Mr. Moravian
Best childhood friends of Rocco Calvo reminisce
about the man.

12

Safety Is the Name of the Game
Scot Dapp discusses NCAA rules changes.

13

Leveling the Playing Field
Title IX changes education and lives.

16

Student-Athletes Play Full-Out
On the court or field as well as off, Moravian’s
student-athletes give their all.

17

Supporting the Blue & Grey Club

18

Staying in the Game
Gary Martell ‘76 has dedicated his life to coaching
young people.

5 Out & About
20 Greyhound Sports
21 Alumni News
23	Class Notes
Moravian College Magazine : Brenda Lange, editor; Mark J. Fleming,
sports editor; Christie Jacobsen ’00, web manager; Susan Overath Woolley,
director of publications; Michael P. Wilson, director of public relations.
Photographer: John Kish IV
Alumni relations: Marsha Stiles ’99, director; Patricia Murray Hanna ’82,
assistant director.
Copyright 2012 by Moravian College. Photographs and artwork copyright
by their respective creators or by Moravian College. All rights reserved. No
portion of this publication may be reused or republished in any form without
express written permission.
PHOTO
BY JOHN KISH
Left: Miranda Sergas
‘14 connects
withIVa pitch during a 2011 game.
Cover: Nicco Dalpiaz ‘12 runs the 110-meter high hurdle final at the
Greyhound Invitational in April.
Photos by Brent Hugo.

prelude

Stories from the Moravian community
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Five members of the women’s 1992 basketball team reunite in July.
Left to right: Sue Zimmerman ‘95, Kathy Beck DeKorte ‘92, Amy Endler ‘93, Melissa Newhard Torba ‘94, Pam Porter Grauer ‘94 and Coach Mary Beth Spirk.
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The 1992 women’s basketball team: Katie Craig Altmire ’92, Kathy Beck DeKorte ‘92, Tracey Rabbitt Peterson ’92, Amy
Endler ‘93, Jodi Piekarski Loughlin ’93, Sharon DiGiacopo Sutter ’93, Deena Diorio Cross ’94, Pam Porter Grauer ‘94,
Melissa Newhard Torba ‘94, Karen Mattes Anderko ’95, Yolanda Fontanez Coleman ’95, Tuesdee Sneddon Fleming ’95,
Nicole Farina Storm ’95, Sue Zimmerman ‘95, Mary Beth Spirk, head coach, and Kathy Shaffer, assistant coach.

A magical moment in time
Teammates and friends reunite 20 years after the big game
By Brenda Lange

It all came down to the final moments of the final game of Kathy
Beck’s college basketball career. The date was March 21, 1992. And
it wasn’t just another game, it was the Division III National Championships, in Johnston Hall, the Greyhound’s home turf.
With 41 seconds left on the clock, the teams were tied 75-75.
The standing-room-only crowd roared. The players ran back and
forth, determination etched on their faces.
“I can replay the game in my mind,” says Pam Porter Grauer
’94. “I clearly remember coming down the court in the last three
minutes, looking at the clock and thinking, ‘We’re national
champs.’ And then we just weren’t.”
Disappointment and disbelief gripped the Moravian team and
their fans as Alma College grasped the national championship
from their hands. Tears flowed.
And then the fans in the Moravian bleachers broke out in a
chant, “Thank you, Hounds!”
WWWWW

Flash forward 20 years, when five women from that “dream
team” meet again in Johnston Hall to talk about their experiences. The hair and clothing are different and smile lines are more
pronounced, but in the course of this reunion, the years melt away,
as the camaraderie, trust, respect and concern for each other shine
through, just as they had two decades ago.
They remembered mistakes made, sure, but they also recalled
playing well, in spite of injuries and illness, and as Kathy Beck
(now Beck DeKorte) said immediately after the game in a television interview, “We have nothing to hang our heads about. This is
something we’ll always remember.”
And remember they do, as they sift through game photos
spread out on the large conference table, they reminisce, laugh,
banter, and relish getting to know each other again. And they all
agree on the reason they played so well together.
“There was chemistry with the five of us, on and off the
court,” stated Melissa Newhard Torba ’94. “We had the main
ingredients—being friends off the court, and knowing each others’
roles. We knew our strengths and weaknesses and were okay with
them. We were confident and secure.”
Grauer agrees: “We all helped each other out. It was a good
year, a fun year, and we all worked hard—and not just the five of
us. The entire team worked hard and played well. The only bad
thing was the loss.”
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Sue Zimmerman ’95, who as the youngest, often felt the need
to live up to the expectations of the upperclassmen, credits Beck
DeKorte with inspiring the whole team with her integrity. Since
college, Zimmerman, a kindergarten teacher, has coached, and
now is a referee. “I have not seen the same kind of team-first
attitude that Kathy cultivated among our team by valuing and
encouraging young players like me,” she said.
“And we were always happy for the others’ accomplishments,”
Amy Endler ’93 added.
And the reason they lost? To these women, that doesn’t even
resonate any more. Events conspired, and they just didn’t win the
game. “We worked so hard, but we just fell short,” summed up
Mary Beth Spirk, the women’s basketball head coach then and now.
The women agree they found the experiences of that year surreal and somewhat overwhelming. Their games were covered by local
television, writers and photographers for Sports Illustrated profiled
them, and everyone in town knew them and were supportive.
“For a young coach, all that was really amazing,” Spirk
remembered. “Everyone knew we had a good team coming back
from the previous year, so there were high expectations.”
The women talked for hours, recalling the respect they all felt
for DeKorte’s demeanor back then, as she quietly smiled and accepted their praise. They said: “She got it done. She was a leader,
and her play spoke for itself. She encouraged us all. She was determined and had drive.”
“I always encouraged them to work hard and try harder,” she
agreed. “We did have drive, and we were fortunate to have that.
It’s not something that can be taught.”
But they don’t live in the past. Instead, members of the 1992
team, which was voted into Moravian’s Hall of Fame in 2002,
live their lives as teachers, coaches, consultants and moms, and
sometimes remember their time on the court together. They speak
of the valuable perspective they learned at Moravian about life
and selflessness, the value of hard work, and about what it’s like to
have a little luck.
“This really was the chance of a lifetime … to have us all on
the same team at the same time,” said DeKorte.
“I don’t remember the wins and losses, but I do remember
this … ” said Torba, gesturing toward the photos and her friends.
“The year was almost perfect,” added Spirk. “It’s a cliché, but
it truly doesn’t matter if you win or lose. The whole experience
was magical.” W
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fromthePRESIDENT
As a former college athlete, I am
pleased to present this athletics-themed issue of the Moravian College Magazine.
In some ways, much of athletics has
become pure entertainment. Millions of
dollars are spent to attract teams, events
and fans. More money goes toward building stadiums and salaries.
Here at Moravian, however, we believe
that competitive athletics is much more
than simply entertainment; it is part of
the overall educational experience of our
students. Yes, of course, there is much to
entertain the fans when the Greyhounds
confront the Muhlenberg Mules on any
given Saturday, but the central purpose
for which we field athletic teams is for the
educational benefit of our students.
At Moravian, we encourage our
students to discover and pursue their passions, and more than a third of our student
body is passionate about athletic competition. Through practice and performance
on the field and the court, our students
learn to prepare themselves for public performance; how to play to win within the
rules of fair competition; how to face loss,
physical injury, poor decision-making and
public criticism—and how to bear these
disappointments with grace, to learn and
grow from them.
Our student-athletes learn how to
operate as members of a team; important
training for just about any career choice.
Teamwork allows them to assume a role in
cooperation with others who are striving
toward a common goal. And those teams
are competitive. We have won the Landmark Conference’s all sports trophy, the
President’s Cup, three out of the last five
years. Our teams compete for league and
NCAA championships. Our women’s basketball and softball teams and our baseball
and track and field teams have been nationally ranked and regularly compete on
a regional and national level.
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Dear men and women of Moravian:

Moravian is a member of the NCAA’s
Division III, which means that we emphasize participation in a broad range of
athletic team competitions. We have 18
team sports, as well as club and intramural
team sports. We emphasize the student in
student-athlete, and admit them and grant
financial aid using the same criteria we use
for all students. And our student-athletes
perform well inside the classroom as well
as in their chosen sport. The academic
grade point average of our student-athletes
is slightly higher than the general student
body’s, and more than 70 Moravian students were recognized as scholar athletes
by the Landmark and Centennial conferences last year. Nationally, we had six
Capital One Academic All-Americans on
the NCAA Division III level.
Of course, Greyhound fans cheer on
their teams, but long after the cheering
stops, our student-athletes continue to live
their lives as fully engaged citizens—to
learn about life, develop their passions and
enjoy life by serving others. They go on to
lead lives of accomplishment and worth in
service to their communities.
I am proud of our athletics program
and the wonderful contribution it makes
to the vitality of our campus and the lives
of our student-athletes.
Moravian College
Live. Learn. Enjoy.
Chris Thomforde
President

SUMMER 2012

PHOTO BY JOHN KISH IV

out&about

270th academic
year comes
to a close

HAPPENINGS . . .
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Moravian’s 2012 Commencement dawned
clear and bright on May 12 as more than
400 graduates received diplomas and were
cheered on by family and friends.
President Christopher Thomforde
conferred degrees to 406 bachelor’s
degree candidates, 12 Master of Business
Administration candidates, 18 Master of
Education candidates, seven Master of
Science candidates, and two Master of
Science in Human Resource Management
candidates.
Speakers were Anna Whetstone, who
earned a B.S. in neuroscience (with honors) and a minor in Spanish.

Whetstone has accepted a position as a
clinical research coordinator at Johns
Hopkins. Gary Olson, professor of political science since 1974 and an expert in
international political economy, labor
politics, and U.S. foreign policy in the
third world, presented the faculty statement. From the Comenius Center, Joan
Snyder, R.N., delivered the statement of
the master’s graduates. Snyder, who is
in the nursing administration track, is
currently coordinator for clinical quality improvement at St. Luke’s University
Health Network.

FOR MORE DETAILS, SEE WWW.MORAVIAN.EDU/NEWS OR CALL 610 861-1300

September 13

October12-13

Fall Convocation

Homecoming

Hall of Fame Installation

Journalist, novelist, teacher and
activist Winona LaDuke will be
the Cohen keynote speaker for
the Fall Convocation. LaDuke is
recognized nationally and internationally as a voice for American
Indian economic and environmental concerns, and has won numerous awards for her work.

From the parade to the “tailgate”
party and football game to the
Rocco Calvo Golf Tournament to
class reunions for classes ending in 2 and 7 from 1982 through
2012, Homecoming Weekend
will be non-stop fun. Get information and register online at
www.moravian.edu/homecoming.

Family members of Rocco
Calvo and Gil Gillespie will accept the honors as the two men
are posthumously installed into
the Middle Atlantic Conference
Hall of Fame during halftime of
the game between Moravian
and Susquehanna on Saturday,
October 13.
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Moravian Fulbrights
PHOTO BY JONATHAN EVENSON/U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Christie Gilson, assistant professor of education, was
sworn in to a three-year term on the J. William Fulbright
Foreign Scholarship Board in June. Gilson waited nearly
a year after being told she was being appointed by President Barack Obama, during which time she completed
lots of paperwork and endured background checks and
personal interviews as part of the approval process.
Gilson is not new to the Fulbright program, having
lived in Hong Kong for 11 months in 2006 on a Fulbright
Scholarship. Gilson, who is blind, worked on her doctoral
dissertation there, studying how students with disabilities
live and learn in that region. She also teaches English to
blind adults in China using an Internet program similar
to Skype.
Jamie Thierolf ’12 soon will board a plane headed for
Madrid, Spain, where she will spend nine months as a teacher’s
assistant in an English classroom in a bilingual high school as
the recipient of a grant under the Fulbright Language Teaching
Assistant Program.
Much of her college career has seemingly been spent preparing for this day—as a Spanish/elementary education certification major and a history minor. She studied abroad in Chile
and completed her Honors project last fall, titled Best Teaching
Strategies for Spanish-Speaking English Language Learners
(ELLs). In her thesis, she condensed the different programs
available for ELLs, and listed general strategies general education teachers can use in their own classrooms.
Thierolf worked as a full-time teacher’s assistant for a local
Intermediate Unit in 2009 and was active in community service work
while at Moravian. She plans to teach when she returns to the United
States, but also is interested in speech pathology and speech therapy.
PHOTO BY MICHAEL WILSON

Principal Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for
Educational and Cultural
Affairs Adam Ereli swears
in Dr. Christie Gilson
and Mr. Rye Barcott
as members of the J.
William Fulbright Foreign
Scholarship Board, March
28 in Washington, D.C.

Jamie Thierolf ‘12

New athletics website has something for every fan
Fans of Greyhound athletics can find everything they need to know
at Moraviansports.com. The new site launched in January and
is chock-full of news and information about Moravian’s teams,
student-athletes, coaches and more.
The home page includes stories and videos highlighting recent
events. Click on the links for individual teams to find schedules,
results, rosters, coaching staff information, statistics and team and
individual records, in both desktop and mobile formats.
Clicking on the tab “Inside Athletics” offers a lengthy menu of
choices including:
• A staff directory
• Information about the Blue & Grey Club
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•

A message from the
athletics director
• Photos and
information about
Moravian’s athletics facilities and Fitness Center
• Newsworthy items about Greyhound alums (Send
information to Scot Dapp at dapps@moravian.edu.)
• Information about the Greyhound Hall of Fame
• General sports news stories
Even if it’s difficult to visit campus on a regular basis, it’s
still possible to keep up with what’s going on in athletics at
Moraviansports.com.
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Rep. John Lewis
inspires Moravian

Rep. John Lewis receives an honorary Doctor of Laws degree from
President Thomforde and Dean Weil.

U.S. Rep. John Lewis, from Georgia’s 5th District, spoke
to a full house in Prosser Auditorium on March 29. Lewis
was a member of the Freedom Riders and chairman of the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee; organized
voter registration drives; was one of the Big Six leaders of
the Civil Rights Movement (which included Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.); and helped spearhead the march into
Selma, Alabama, hastening the passage of the Voting Rights
Act of 1965. He was elected to Congress in 1986. Lewis
was this year’s Peace and Justice Visiting Scholar and was
presented with an honorary Doctor of Laws degree after his
lecture. The program was organized and moderated by Kelly
Denton-Borhaug, associate professor of religion, and Robert
Mayer, professor of education.
“I remember the signs that divided us then—white,
colored—the bitter fruits of segregation and discrimination,” Lewis said. “When I asked my parents, ‘Why?’ they
always said, ‘That’s just the way it is. Don’t get in the way.
Don’t get in trouble.’ ” But Lewis proceeded to do both,
as he learned about Rosa Parks and listened to Rev. King
on the radio. “I was inspired, and I found a way to get in
trouble—good and necessary trouble,” he said. “And it’s
time again to do this.” Lewis encouraged the audience to get
out and fight for the less fortunate and the disenfranchised.
“Be courageous. Get in the way.”
Photos from the event are available at
www.moravian.edu/photos/johnlewis.

MORAVIANBOOKSHELF
n A Theology of Absence: An Islamic Experience, by Arash
Naraghi, assistant professor of religion, explores the phenomena
of divine hiddenness and its implications within the context of
Islamic theology and mysticism. The chapters are divided into
three major groups:
The first group discusses the phenomenon of divine hiddenness in Islamic tradition and the modern era and the significant
differences between the traditional and modern experience of
this phenomenon. It explores the phenomenon’s philosophical
implications for Muslims’ belief in the existence of a personal
God, that is, a God who is capable of having a communicative
and interpersonal relationship with human beings.
The second group of articles defends the idea of a personal
God within Islamic theology. Some Muslim scholars have
questioned the possibility of “God’s talk,” that is, the idea that
God can employ human language to communicate with human
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beings. The articles of the second
group defend the possibility that
God communicates with human
beings via language, and also
discuss some practical implications of this model of linguistic
revelation in the realm of social
life and politics.
Three prominent Iranian
Shi’i scholars from different
perspectives question the classic conception of a personal God. As a result, they argue that the Qur’an
cannot be considered as God’s words, and should be assigned to
Muhammad, a viewpoint contrary to the received view among
Muslims. The third group of articles in the book is a critical
examination of the arguments presented by these three scholars.
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Putting Sustainability IN FOCUS
The IN FOCUS theme for 2012-13—Sustainability—will provide an opportunity for Moravian College to be an innovative part of an education movement in sustainability that involves classroom activities and faculty-student
scholarship to create change on campus and in the broader community.
Sustainability was first defined in the 1980s by the U.N.’s World
Commission on Environment and Development as: meeting the
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs. In the decades since, globalization has intensified along with its negative environmental and
social impacts. Today, the growing consensus is that sustainable
development must be less resource-intensive and less polluting
and result in a more equitable distribution of wealth and opportunities for education. Sustainability is a complex topic—much
more than simple recycling and energy conservation.
This year’s common reading is Living Downstream by Sandra
Steingraber, in which the ecologist author investigates the links between
cancer and environmental toxins. She strengthens the case for banning
poisons that pervade our air, our food and our bodies. She says that saving
the planet becomes a matter of saving ourselves and an issue of human
rights. The documentary film about the book will be shown in the fall as
part of the IN FOCUS film series.

GUESTSPEAKING
Caption

John Legend
Nine-time Grammy award-winning musician and
humanitarian John Legend visited campus in February,
where he delivered a talk about political activism as part
of his “Show Me Campaign.” Through this five-year effort,
Legend has been on a worldwide mission to eradicate
extreme poverty and improve inequalities in education.
The campaign has raised more than $2 million to date and
has funded fellowships dedicated to bettering the world,
among other initiatives. Legend attributes much of his
success to the quality education he received, believing
it has informed his activism and fed his dream for a
performing several songs.
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world without poverty. Legend ended his presentation by
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Amrhein Investment Club
celebrates a half century

Amrhein Investment Club members attend the Quinnipiac GAME
(Global Asset Management Education) II Forum in New York City in
March. Visit www.moravian.edu/amrhein.

After 50 years of surviving market ups and downs, Moravian’s
Amrhein Investment Club shows no sign of slowing down. Even after
the stock market plunged in 2008, Amrhein’s losses were not catastrophic, and with a portfolio that includes such top corporations as
Johnson & Johnson, McDonald’s, Google and Microsoft, chances are
the club will continue to be recognized as one of the largest and most
successful student-run funds in the country.
Established in 1962 with a gift of $20,000 donated by Mr. and
Mrs. Irving Amrhein, the Amrhein Investment Fund provides students
with hands-on learning experiences by allowing them to manage a
portfolio that has grown to $1.5 million. Each year, a portion of the
fund’s income is used for student financial aid; most years, the club
contributes $10,000 toward scholarship awards.
The club has about 35 members of all majors who manage its
portfolio by closely monitoring company news and financial reports.
Participation helps develop skills in research, public speaking and
leadership, which translates to real-world jobs.

—$45 million

The Campaign for Moravian
PRIDE. PASSION. OPPORTUNITY.
As can be seen by the accompanying graphic, the Campaign for Moravian
continues to make steady progress toward its goal of $45 million.
As of July, $32.4 million has been raised in gifts and pledges. Capital projects,
specifically the Collier Hall of Science and Comenius Hall, require the greatest need
for support. Both facilities currently are being being renovated, and continued
progress in the coming two years will depend upon financial support
through gifts to the Campaign.
Show your pride, share your passion and seize the opportunity to make a
difference in the future of Moravian through a gift to
The Campaign for Moravian: Pride. Passion. Opportunity.
For information contact Gary Carney, Vice President for
Institutional Advancement at 610 625-7910.
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—$40 million
—$35 million
—$30 million
—$25 million
—$20 million
—$15 million
—$10 million
—$5 million
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Mr. Moravian
remembered
By Brenda Lange

President Thomforde, Bill Werpehowski ‘51
and Pete Carril reminisce about Rocco Calvo.
See more photos from the reunion at
http://www.moravian.edu/rememberingrocco
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sk anyone who graduated from Moravian College after 1955—especially a former
student-athlete—to name one person who is synonymous with the school, and chances
are good they will identify Rocco Calvo. Nicknamed “Mr. Moravian,” Coach Calvo
was an integral part of Moravian for a total of 37 years.
As a teacher, coach and athletic director, he influenced generations of student-athletes and
is remembered as the exemplification of what college athletics are all about. He was highly regarded not only for his winning teams, but for how he made his players feel about each other
and about themselves; his emphasis never was on the win or the loss of the game, but rather
on the integrity each player brought to it.
Two men who knew Calvo the longest recently sat down with President Christopher
Thomforde to reminisce about their friend. Bill Werpehowski ’51 played football with Calvo
at Liberty High School, and Pete Carril lived two doors down from Calvo growing up in South
Bethlehem in the 1930s and ’40s, where they were rarely seen apart. The boys watched their
fathers work long shifts at Bethlehem Steel to provide better lives for their families. Their ethnic
neighborhood offered the powerful influence of church, family and community, where summers were spent on each other’s porches and neighbors opened their homes at Christmas time;
where the boys bonded over stickball in the streets; played “football” with a sock stuffed with
stones, when money for a ball was scarce, and basketball at the Boys’ Club of Bethlehem. They
inspired each other to be the best they could be.
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Memories, stories and laughter flowed when
the three men met, and admiration for Calvo as a
great coach and human underlined it all.
“We were the three musketeers for a time,”
began Werpehowski. “Our families were all of
immigrant stock and valued hard work and
loyalty, and our parents instilled those qualities
in their children.”
“Rocco’s parents, our environment and his
coaches in high school all helped shape him into
a man who was competitive and intensely loyal,”
said Carril. “This was the golden era of athletics,
after the war, when there were big rivalries and
games were sellouts.”
Calvo had been an all-state basketball and
football player at Liberty, where he was ranked
No. 2 quarterback in the state in 1948, and led
the school’s basketball team to the District 11
basketball championship. And he was an All
American quarterback at Cornell University,
where he led the league in passing. Moravian
hired him as head football coach in 1955, after
he had served in the U.S. Army and was named
to the All-Army team at Fort Lee before being
shipped to Korea.
Calvo went on to have a winning record in
football, basketball and baseball, and to teach
physical education. He also was athletic director
for 17 years. For ten years, from 1957 through
1967, he also was the head basketball coach. And
from 1974 through 1976, he was the football and
head baseball coach. At the time he was inducted
into Moravian’s Hall of Fame in 1988, he called
that—coaching two intercollegiate sports teams
at the same time—“my greatest achievement as a
coach.” His basketball teams had seven consecutive winning seasons, and the football team won
the Middle Atlantic Conference Southern Division
title in 1970.
So what makes a good coach? “Integrity is
number one,” said Carril, who had a stellar 45year career coaching basketball, ending at Princeton University, where he coached Thomforde for
two years. “Rocco had such a strong work ethic
and a way of making practice fun and innovative,
not a chore,” added Werpehowski.
“But a good coach and a successful coach are
two different things,” said Carril. “Being successful requires another ingredient. The successful

Rocco Calvo at his desk prior to retiring in 1992.

coach—and Rocco was—needs to be invested in
the lives of his players.”
“In my experience, a successful coach strategizes to his players’ strengths, he pays attention
to them as people,” said Thomforde. “His philosophy says, this is how we’ll play; this is the kind of
person I want you to be; this is what you can do,
and we’re going to focus on that.”
Carril nodded his head in agreement.
“Rocco epitomized that philosophy. And his
knowledge of the game was so good, that he never
didn’t know what to do. If you want to measure
his success, look at the men he’s coached and what
they’ve done with their lives.”
They remembered how Calvo was prepared
for every game; loved Moravian and his players; had a keen intuition—able to assess and
recruit players that formed winning teams; was
self-effacing; believed in gender-equality (he was
a proponent of Title IX); had a commonsense
approach … and so much more.
Honored with a tribute dinner when he
retired in 1992, Calvo claimed his best memories were not of his best players, but of those
who gave their best for the team, even if they
played very little. “He always gave credit for his
successes to someone other than himself, and he
always gave his best every day in everything he
did,” said Werpehowski.
Even though the three men followed separate
paths after high school, they remained friends
until Calvo’s death in 1995. The two remaining
musketeers still see each other occasionally over
lunch or on the golf course.
Carril summed up their friend by reciting a
poem he and Calvo memorized in kindergarten
for their teacher, Miss Medvy. “Do the very best
you can. Never be a halfway man. Even though
the task is light, work at it with all your might.” W
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Safety is the
name of the game
N

ew rules to elevate safety levels among college
football players have recently been accepted by the
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA)
and will be enacted with the start of the 2012 season.
Scot Dapp, director of athletics and recreation at
Moravian and chair of the NCAA football rules committee,
proposed several rules changes at the committee’s meeting
in Charlotte, N.C., last fall.
“We are always looking for ways to make our game
safer where we can,” says Dapp, adding that amendments
to rules that affect the safety of the players can be made
at any time, even though last year was a non-rules change
year. “These changes will enhance student-athlete safety
and the impact will be significant.”
When Dapp was named committee chair, he was still
Moravian’s head football coach, making him the first
NCAA football coach from any of the three divisions to
also serve as the chair of the NCAA Football Rules Committee and be president of the American Football Coaches
Association, an organization of more than 10,000 college
and high school football coaches.
Dapp previously was a member of the AFCA Board
of Trustees, serving as the organization’s 81st president
in 2005, only the fifth NCAA Division III coach to hold
the position at the time, in 83 years. He also serves on the
NCAA Committee for Competitive Safeguards and Medical Aspects of Sports.
What will be new
The biggest change is the move of the yard lines of
kickoffs and touchbacks, since injuries occur more often
during kickoffs than during other parts of the game, according to the NCAA. Kickoffs have been moved from the
30-yard line to the 35, and the touchback distance on free
kicks has been moved from the 20 to the 25.
Without eliminating kickoffs as part of the
game, the committee was faced with trying to reduce the number of returns
because statistics show a higher
number of injuries on the more
open playing field.
“Much of our discussion [in
Charlotte] concerned concussions,” says Dapp. “Helmet to
helmet hits are a concern that start in
young kids. This is a collision sport, and
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Director of athletics Scot Dapp in 2010, his last year as Moravian’s head
football coach.

injuries will happen, but we’re always looking for ways to
reduce their number and severity.
“There are more concussions on special teams, including
kickoffs and returns. These are the most dangerous,” he adds.
Jeff Pukszyn ’98, Moravian’s head football coach, says
the kickoff change will be the one that will most affect his
strategy. “With the ball being kicked from the 35 instead of
the 30, drives will hopefully start deeper in the opponents’
territory, giving defenses an advantage. Conversely, we will
have to be more creative on our kickoff return team, so
that we are not pinned too deep within our own territory.”
A second change concerns helmets, which have become something of a weapon over the years, according to
Dapp, as improvements have been made to the equipment,
such as the use of harder materials and the addition of
facemasks. Although ramming into other players is poor
technique, and not allowed, it’s done anyway.
“There is no such thing as a concussion-proof helmet—no 100 percent guarantee, and nothing that can
keep your brain still when players ram heads together,
especially with a running start,” he adds.
During the 2011 season, helmets came off more than
twice per game, according to NCAA data, a potentially
dangerous situation. With the new rules, if a player loses
his helmet, he must leave the game and sit out one play—
the same action taken if he sustains an injury. Players want
to play, so the thinking is that they will begin to police
themselves and avoid losing helmets with this new rule.
“Helmets aren’t being fit correctly, and players allow
them to lose their fit,” Dapp says. “A helmet should not
feel comfortable when you put it on.”
Players continue to be prohibited from blocking below
the waist, except for offensive players who are in the tackle box at the snap and not in motion. In addition, shield
blocking will no longer be allowed on punting plays.
“Just being part of this group and talking football
for three days was wonderful,” Dapp remembers, adding
that a coming conference in Indianapolis will be his “final
fling” with the committee before he retires from his post.
“There’s always a lot of back-and-forth … debate is positive … but there were very few dissensions on any of these
changes.” W
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the playing field

Title IX changed education and lives
By Kate Helm ‘05

S

ue Clay Smith ’69 may not see herself as a trailblazer, but she is. She was
an athlete when few young women participated in organized sports. A
first-year commuter student, Smith wanted to get involved in campus life,
and athletics was a natural fit.
This year, Smith and female athletes from elementary school to the pros are
celebrating the 40th anniversary of Title IX. The legislation, included under the
Education Amendments of 1972, became the catalyst that opened doors to athletic opportunities for women. Although the language of Title IX is not specific
to sports, it calls for educational equality, a cornerstone of Moravian’s legacy in
higher education.
Smith signed up for tennis and field hockey, following in the footsteps of
older brother Tom Clay ’55, a tennis player, and sister Judy Clay ’61, a threesport athlete in tennis, field hockey and basketball, and a member of
Moravian’s Hall of Fame.
When Smith entered Moravian, the women’s tennis team was chaperoned
(not coached) by Mrs. Frank Rabold. But then, when director of women’s athletics Chris Whytock, took over, things started to change. Whytock entered Sue,
who had a 5-2 record, and Jeanette Ashton Barker ’68 in the Eastern College
Athletic Conference (ECAC) tournament in Forest Hills, N.Y., making them the
first female athletes from Moravian to participate in post-season play.
“I had a chance that very few Division III women players had,” recalls
Smith, who teaches preschool at St. Stephen’s Preschool in Bethlehem. “Coach
Whytock was my first real coach; she pushed me to be a better player. Coach
Whytock organized practices the way many teams do today, with warm-ups,
drills and some inter-squad competition. She knew the sport and motivated us
to compete.”
Whytock’s leadership style was the norm in women’s athletics by the time
Smith’s daughters entered college. Under Dawn Ketterman Benner, tennis coach and professor
Sue Clay Smith ‘69 played field hockey in 1968 and her daughter, Caroline Smith ‘96, was a standout
tennis player.

SUMMER 2012

MORAVIAN COLLEGE MAGAZINE

13

of physical education who was hired just after Title
IX was enacted, Caroline Smith ’96 achieved many
honors: She became a member of the finalist team in
the MAC doubles tournaments in 1994 and 1995;
was named to the MAC All-Academic team 1993-95;
was the first Moravian tennis player to receive the
LVAIAW Outstanding Tennis Player award (in 1996);
and received the Blue & Grey Award as Moravian’s
Outstanding Senior Female Scholar Athlete in 1996.
She also received the Herbstman Award in 2006. Her
sister, Madeline, played tennis at Philadelphia University, and was an assistant coach at Moravian for a year.
And their brother, Clay Smith ’01, also played tennis
for Moravian.
“The 1970s and ’80s were an exciting time to be
a coach here,” says Ketterman Benner. “Prior to Title
IX, we were aware the men had more—more money in
their budgets, more coaches, more playoff opportunities and more overall opportunities.” The late Betty
Prince, a coach and physical education professor, networked with Ketterman Benner with the local “movers
and shakers of the era.”
“Their passion for equality was inspirational, and I’m proud of all we were
able to do for future female athletes,”
she adds.

Caroline and Madeline are solid products of Title
IX and the family tennis legacy. Art Smith ’68, Sue’s
husband, is Moravian’s men’s tennis coach as well as
a member of the Hall of Fame; together, they won the
Pennsylvania State Mixed Doubles Championships.
But Caroline’s and Madeline’s tennis schedules
were far more demanding than the five matches
their mother played her junior year and the eight she
played her senior year when she was team captain. In
addition, the younger Smiths had access to the same
facilities as the men’s teams and didn’t have to provide
their own uniforms or equipment like their mom had
done.
“My mother and Aunt Judy had very different experiences than I did in college,” says Caroline
Smith, an assistant professor of writing at The George
Washington University in Washington, D.C. “Our team
started having more and more success and we found
the campus community rallying around us. Many of
the men on the men’s tennis team even came out to
support the women’s team.”

Behind the Law
Never underestimate a mom. After all, it was a

young women like her, spurred Mink to become

the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination

concerned mom who launched Title IX, which

the principal author of the Title IX Amendment of

under any education program or activity receiving

has become synonymous with women’s sports

the Higher Education Act, which was sponsored

Federal financial assistance.”

over the last 40 years. Patsy Mink, a 12-term U.S.

by Birch Bayh, U.S. Senator from Indiana.

Congresswoman from Hawaii and the first woman

deal to Mink. Even though the law does not

of color elected to Congress, coauthored the

that her mother simply could not abide watching

specifically mention athletics, its impact in the

groundbreaking legislation. She already had been

another generation of women endure the same

field has been incredible. According to a report by

known for her work with social issues, especially

discrimination she had. The law prohibits gender

the Women’s Sports Foundation, nearly 3.2 million

where women and children were concerned, but

discrimination for any activities in any institution

high school girls participated in sports last year—

bias shown her only child made these issues more

that receives Federal funding of any kind. And in

up from just under 300,000 in 1972. And at the

personal.

spite of attacks from several quarters, including

college level, the number of female intercollegiate

the NCAA, right after it was passed, the law

athletes has grown tenfold since 1972.

Mink’s daughter, Gwendolyn, was pressured
to accept the title of high school class vice-

remains intact. And its reach has grown in 40

president when her teacher said girls shouldn’t

years to protect many more people in many more

renamed the Patsy T. Mink Equal Opportunity in

be president, even though she had been elected

circumstances than intended, transforming the

Education Act. By the way, Gwendolyn was okay;

to the higher post. Later, Gwendolyn was denied

face of education in a short time.

she went on to earn a Ph.D. from Cornell, and

admission to Stanford because the school
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Gwendolyn Mink has been quoted as saying

Today’s female student-athletes owe a great

After Mink’s death in 2002, Title IX was fittingly

Enacted on June 23, 1972, the law says: “No

today is a professor of politics at the University of

allegedly had already filled its quota of women.

person in the United States shall, on the basis of

California at Santa Cruz. Chalk one up for the girls.

These slights against her daughter, and other

sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied
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Caroline Smith ‘96 and Sue Clay Smith ‘69 share a Moravian legacy.

Ketterman Benner received then-director of athletics Rocco Calvo’s blessing to grow the programs and
opportunities for female athletes, and she co-founded
the College’s Hall of Fame as well as the Lehigh Valley
Association of Intercollegiate Athletics for Women
(LVAIAW). Today’s women athletes can choose from
nine sports at Moravian: basketball, cross country,
field hockey, soccer, softball, tennis, indoor and outdoor track and field, and volleyball.
Sue and Caroline look back to people like
Whytock, who Sue says “worked to help women’s
sports be valued in the way that they should be,” and
Ketterman Benner, who Caroline calls “a vocal champion of women’s athletics,” as some of the people who
blazed the trail right along with the athletes.
But Title IX wasn’t just about increasing the numbers. Proponents of the law argued that female athletes
would reap countless intangible benefits. Studies
(found at aauw.org) have shown that teenage female
athletes have lower instances of drug use and smoking, lower suicide rates, and more positive body image;
female athletes are more likely to volunteer, register to
vote, feel comfortable making a public statement, follow the news, and boycott than non-athletes; and female athletes have more confidence, earn better grades
and have higher graduation rates than non-athletes.
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While Sue felt as if women’s sports were undervalued, Caroline was part of a community of athletes that
not only inspired her to be better on the court, but better in the classroom and in life. Her roommate, Justine
Johnson ’96, ran cross country and they supported
each other at meets and matches.
“Being a tennis player immediately gave me a
sense of identity among my peers. The women on the
tennis, cross country and track teams were all highachieving in the classroom, and they worked very hard
at their sports,” says Caroline, an English major who
earned master’s and doctoral degrees in English from
the University of Delaware. “Surrounding myself with
people like these made me a better student and athlete.
Many of the friendships I built on the team have lasted
to this day.”
Caroline still wonders about the future of sports
and the opportunities for today’s youth, including
her young son, Henry. She’s not particularly concerned about gender equity; rather, she worries that
cuts to athletics programs, as schools try to cope
with the struggling economy, will prevent girls—and
boys—from having the opportunity to play. Maybe
the knowledge that she does not have to worry about
gender equity is the greatest testament to Title IX. W

MORAVIAN COLLEGE MAGAZINE

15

Student-athletes play full-out while
being of service to others
By Kelly Fackenthall ‘12

Registering for Be The
Match is quick and easy.
Stephanie Pezzello ‘13,
right, turned out to be
a perfect match and
helped save the life of
an 11-year-old girl with
leukemia.
Members of the track
& field team work with
local schoolchildren
in an after-school
program.
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oravian’s student-athletes are a busy
bunch. In between their demanding
coursework, practices and games,
matches, or meets, they are committed to
giving something back to the community
that supports them. Individually and as
teams, they plan and participate in fundraising events, work with local charities
and otherwise help to make lives better.
For field hockey player Stephanie
Pezzello ’13, a few moments and a swab
of the inside of her cheek changed her life
and saved the life of an 11-year-old suffering from leukemia. More than a year
after registering through the Be the Match
Foundation’s bone marrow registry, Pezzello
learned that she was an exact match for the
young girl. She quickly took the steps to
have the surgery. Although she was nervous,
Pezzello stayed strong. “All I kept thinking
about was that girl,” Pezzello says. “I could
be saving her life and that was all that mattered, nothing else.”
Pezzello corresponds with her new
friend and hopes they can meet soon.
“This has been one of the most memorable

MORAVIAN COLLEGE MAGAZINE

experiences of my life,” she
says. “I encourage everyone
to be part of the registry and
something great.”
The Get in the Game,
Save a Life Program is
sponsored by the football
team. Going into their fourth
year with the program, the
Greyhounds have registered
more than 700 people. “Being involved in this program
is a rewarding opportunity to be a part of something bigger than
ourselves,” says head football coach Jeff Pukszyn ’98. “The impact
that the Be The Match Foundation can make on someone’s life is far
more powerful than any victory we have on the football field.”
The athletics department coaches are behind their studentathletes 100 percent, encouraging and leading them toward ways
to be of service to others in addition to all their other obligations.
“Service connects our student-athletes with the community as
well as with the world,” says Mary Beth Spirk, women’s basketball head coach. “Sometimes as a young adult in a college setting,
you have a tendency to forget what is really happening out there
in the ‘real’ world.”
Each year, Spirk and her team participates in a Play4Kay
game, a day of raffles and activities to raise money for breast cancer research. Play4Kay is named in honor of the legendary North
Carolina State basketball coach Kay Yow, who died of cancer in
2009. For the third consecutive year, the team raised more for
cancer research than any other Division III women’s basketball
team, with more than $12,000 raised last year. The team also participates in the Heart Walk for the American Heart Association.
For more than a decade, the men’s basketball team has worked
with Cops ‘n’ Kids to better their community by doing everything
from reading to children and keeping reading rooms clean to setting up for the spring festival. “If Bev (Bev Bradley, president of
Cops ‘n’ Kids Lehigh Valley) calls us, we go,” says head coach, Jim
Walker. “The guys feel like she is our second mother.”
Through these activities and others, whether on the field or
off, Moravian’s student-athletes are leaving their mark on the
campus community and the world around them. “The common values of team—working together, caring about others, community, and helping others, especially those who are in need—apply to athletic teams as well as the community, nation and world,”
adds Walker. W
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Blue Grey
&
Club

Supporting Moravian athletics and more

D

uring the fall of 1987, several members of
the football team got together and decided to
form a fundraising group to help supplement
the team’s budget.
“We all threw some money on the table to get
it started, and over the years, it’s evolved into helping to support the whole athletics department,”
says Gary Martell ’76, president of the Blue &
Grey Club, and assistant football coach then and
now.
From the beginning, the club helped purchase
supplies and fund team trips and awards banquets.
It also provided a large donation toward the
building of Rocco Calvo Field. Today, the group
supports the Hall of Fame program and funds its
annual dinner; it runs the annual Moravian Golf
Classic, its biggest fundraiser; and it currently
is sponsoring the engraved brick project, selling
bricks that will be used to construct the patio next
to Rocco Calvo Field.
Last year the Blue & Grey funded the new
athletics website (www.moraviansports.com) which was
“built to provide a dynamic
website to better engage fans
and recruit new studentathletes,” said Scot Dapp,
director of athletics, when
the site was launched at the
end of January 2012. The site
includes live stats for most
of Moravian’s home games,
interactive video content and
expanded photo and story
content.
Funding also was provided for a part-time sports
information intern to work

with Mark Fleming, director of sports information.
“These new projects are making a direct impact on all Moravian athletic teams and the College community as a whole,” says Lindsey Hughes,
assistant director of annual giving, and administrative liaison with the club. “They have done a great
job of marketing events and engaging
with former athletes and parents.”
With nearly 500 donors/members in
the last fiscal year, the club is witnessing
its best year ever, thanks in part to its reorganization in early 2011 which added
a representative from every athletic team,
chosen by that team’s coach. This rep
attends quarterly committee meetings to evenly
share responsibility as well as rewards.
“The Blue & Grey has been reinvigorated and
has never been better,” says Martell.
To join the Blue & Grey Club/make a donation,
visit www.moravian.edu/blueandgrey. W

Artist’s rendering of the Blue &
Grey brick patio.
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The Moravian Effect

Staying in the game
Gary Martell ’76

F

or more than 30 years, Gary Martell ’76 has
dedicated his life to improving the lives of young
people. Whether on the football or baseball field
or in the hallways of a school or through afterschool tutoring programs, he has rooted for these
youngsters and their successes—as a teacher, a coach
and currently as the chief professional officer for the
Boys and Girls Club of Bethlehem.
Having held “just about every job at the club” during his tenure, Martell has changed thousands of lives
through the club’s mission. “One of our many programs here is the Triple Play,” he explains. “We teach
kids to be active, we teach them about nutrition and

Top: Coaching a game at
Moravian c. 1993
Left: Most valuable
offensive player in
game Oct. 1971, playing
Pennsylvania Military
College, now Widener
University.
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By Brenda Lange

how to care for their bodies, and we also teach them to
care for others. It’s all about mind, body and soul.”
In order to provide that balance to the thousands
of kids aged 6 through 18 who come through the club’s
doors every year, Martell first had to find it within himself, which he did through a confluence of caring parents, strong role models and an innate desire to succeed.
Martell is one of those students who, whether
through good planning, serendipity, or a bit of both, go
on to use everything they’ve learned at college, both in
and outside the classroom, as they move further into
the world after graduation. In his office, he uses his
skills acquired as a business administration major, and
out in the clubs, he uses those learned as a psychology
major. And what he learned on the football field? He
uses that everywhere.
Finding his best place
Martell has come a long way from his beginnings in
Philadelphia, where he was a middling student at Frankford High, but a standout at football, basketball and
baseball. He watched his four older brothers do well in
sports and go away to college, and he wanted to do the
same, if only to play sports. But his father, a Philadelphia
football and baseball coach, had other ideas.
“My dad sent me to Staunton Military Academy,
where I spent the worst year of my life—which was
also my best year,” Martell says. After 13 weeks of
boot camp and three straight weeks of triple practice
sessions, Martell was toughened up. And then school
started. He credits that military training with the discipline he still uses today.
The father’s next suggestion for the teen’s life was
also a wise one. Martell’s older brother and father
encouraged him to attend Moravian College, telling the
boy it would be the best place for him. “And it was,”
he says. “I got to play as a freshman, and after the
military training, Moravian felt easy.
“In fact, the connection at Moravian and in
Bethlehem was so right for me that I decided to settle
here after graduation,” and he did, marrying his college
girlfriend, Barbara Hassler ’73, who was the captain of
the cheerleading squad and today teaches at Moravian
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Coaching is how I get to stay in the game, how I get to be

involved. And I can help mold kids into players and individuals
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Theological Seminary. The couple’s five children have all succeeded in
their college careers and are athletically inclined, as well. Their oldest son, Shawn, who played football for Moravian and graduated in
2007, now teaches and coaches in Nazareth, Pa.
With teammates who became his best friends and coaches to
please and emulate, Martell was a standout athlete during his college
years. He played a variety of positions and also was team captain,
team MVP and All-Conference player. He was a quarterback and
defensive back in 1970 when Moravian fielded the first championship
football team in its history.
More awards came his way. Martell was named the 1972
Comenian Athlete of the Year and was selected to the All-Pennsylvania
Team and the ECAC all-star squad while setting five school records
in his senior season. Martell signed a free-agent contract with the
Baltimore Colts in the summer of 1973. He was inducted into the
Greyhound Hall of Fame in 1991.
Martell admits he wasn’t a stellar student, and laughingly says he
“got an education almost by accident. It was the athletics that kept
pushing me on the academic side,” he explains. “I was so driven,
and had such a tough schedule, I had to know how to manage my
time. I still use those time-management skills today.”
After some time away from Moravian, Martell was approached by Coach Rocco Calvo who asked him to be an
assistant coach when he returned to campus, and so he
did, sometimes coaching guys he’d later sit next to in
class. And that side career has remained a constant in
his life, one he can’t imagine ending.
“I got into coaching for three men: for
my father, Vince, because of his passion for
the game and how he helped kids get their
education through it; Al Angelo, my high
school coach; and Rocco Calvo, who
taught me the right way to throw a football
among so many other things,” says Martell.
“I felt I had an obligation to do for others
what these three men had done for me—especially my father, whose influence continues to
guide me today in every area of my life. I wouldn’t change a thing.
“This is how I get to stay in the game, how I get to be involved. And I can help mold kids into players and individuals who
can deal with all kinds of life situations,” he adds.
Martell has two more ways he stays in the game. As president of
the Blue & Grey Club, he oversees fundraising efforts that benefit
every one of the 18 team sports at Moravian. And as chairman of
Moravian’s Hall of Fame, he has overseen its evolution into a program with a voting process that better represents each of the various
athletic teams—again, providing more balance.
And for Martell, that’s what it’s all about. W
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who can deal with all kinds of life situations.
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greyhoundsports

FOR UP-TO-THE-MINUTE SPORTS NEWS: WWW.MORAVIANSPORTS.COM OR 610 625-7865.

The softball squad captured its fifth
straight Landmark Conference title and
13th straight conference championship this
spring. Head Coach John Byrne ’82 led the
team to a 35-11 mark that included a 14th
trip to the NCAA Division III National
Championship Tournament at the Union,
N.J., Regional.
Catcher Cassie Ernst ’14 and designated
player Jenn Dalickas ’15 earned National
Fastpitch Coaches Association All-East Region First Team honors, while pitcher Jenna
Carmon ’12 and outfielder Dior George ’15
were named to the Second Team. Carmon
was the Landmark Conference Pitcher of
Cassie Ernst ‘14
the Year for the third time, while George
was honored as the Landmark Rookie of
the Year. Both men’s and women’s
track & field teams captured the
2012 Landmark Conference titles.
First-year head coach Jesse Baumann
and his assistants were named the
Landmark Conference Women’s
Coaching Staff of the Year. For the
men, Dillon Farrell ’15 earned Male
Rookie of the Year accolades.
The Greyhounds had four
All-Americans at the 2012 NCAA
Division III National Championships in Claremont, Calif. Abigail
Schaffer ’12 was the runner-up in
Micah Leonard ‘13
the women’s pole vault; she set the
NCAA Division III all-time record,
clearing 4.22 meters (13 feet, 10 inches)
at the Greyhound Invitational earlier this
year. Micah Leonard ’13 was seventh in
the triple jump, at a school record distance
of 11.95 meters (39 feet, 2½ inches).
Gary Zack ’12 was runner-up in the
men’s javelin at the NCAA meet, and during the Coach P Open this past April, Zack
set the school record at 69.05 meters (226
feet, 6 inches), the eighth best throw in
NCAA Division III history. Timothy Layng
’12 cleared a school record 5.00 meters (16
Kevin Holze ‘12
feet, 4¾ inches) in the pole vault twice this
season, the second time at the NCAA meet,
PHOTO BY BRENT HUGO
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Athletics spring success
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placing fourth nationwide.
Dave Zubia ’12 set school records for
the baseball team, with 67 hits and 54 runs,
leading the Greyhounds to a 28-16 record
and a berth in the Landmark Conference
Tournament. Zubia also earned American
Baseball Coaches Association/Rawlings
Second Team All-America and D3baseball.
com Third Team All-America honors.
Pitcher Brendan Close ’12 was on
the ABCA and D3baseball.com All-MidAtlantic Region Teams with Zubia, and
designated hitter Austin Rock ’12 made
the D3baseball.com All-Region squad.
Catcher Blake Shortall ’12 and outfielder
Joseph Connell ’14 both earned spots on
the ABCA/Rawlings Mid-Atlantic Region
Gold Glove First Team.
In tennis, the men made the conference
tournament for the sixth straight year as
Kevin Holze ’12 became the third player
in school history to reach 50 career singles
wins. Holze and Drew Shreter ’12 tied
for the school record in career doubles
victories with 43. The women enjoyed
their 18th straight postseason appearance,
and Chelsea Ott ’13 was honored as the
Landmark Conference Player of the Year
for a second consecutive season.

Excelling in academics
Greyhound student-athletes continued to
excel in the classroom this spring, with 37
student-athletes named to the Landmark
Conference Spring Academic Honor Roll.
The Greyhounds also had five Capital
One NCAA Division III Academic AllAmericans selected by the College Sports
Information Directors of America.
Timothy Layng ’12 earned a spot on the
Men’s Track & Field/Cross Country First
Team while Gary Zack ’12 was on the Second Team. Abigail Schaffer ’12 earned a
spot on the Women’s Track & Field/Cross
Country Second Team while baseball players Austin Rock ’12 and Brendan Close ’12
earned spots, with Rock making the First
Team and Close the Second Team.
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alumninews

Top: Class of ’72 members: Tom Repasch, Larry
Michael, Patrick Peart and Karen Harke Michael.
Bottom: Members of the class of 1962 enjoy the
champagne toast. Carol and Richard Andrews, and
Hannah and Roger Nagle.

Alumni Weekend

Awards

May 18 and 19 was a weekend to remember for more than 250 alumni and guests
who enjoyed events on and off campus.
Members of the classes of 1952 to 1977
celebrated milestone reunions.
The 270th Founder’s Day celebration of the Women’s College began Friday
morning with a reception, the traditional
Lovefeast, and a luncheon on the Priscilla

Payne Hurd Campus, followed by a discussion led by Bette Kovach ’75 about her
book, Bethlehem Steel: The Final Quarter
Century.
Friday night’s festivities took place at
the historic Hotel Bethlehem. President
Thomforde toasted the 50th reunion of the
Class of 1962, and then all alumni enjoyed
a gala dinner in the ballroom.
Soft jazz was played by the Dave
Roth Jazz trio, faculty members,
Dave Roth ’85 and Paul Rostock,
and Glenn Davis.
On Saturday morning the
Class of ’62 was inducted into
the 50+ Club at a special breakfast. Another breakfast was held
for a reunion of alumni from the
Learning Connection. A full day
of activities followed, including
campus tours, the Alumni Association annual meeting, State
of the College address, a picnic lunch,
and another lifelong learning program,
Global Greyhounds. This year’s global
Greyhounds were Brian Corvino ’02,
who climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro; Moravian
Theological Seminary faculty member,
Rev. Grace Ji-Sun Kim, who spent time in
Myanmar; and current nursing student
and alumnus, John Mikovits ’08, who
travelled to Honduras.
OGO (Omicron Gamma Omega)
alumni also held its annual meeting and reunion. Members of Pi Mu, the pre-theology fraternity, met in the Seminary for their
first gathering for fellowship and a special
presentation from Steve Simmons, director

2012 HALL OF FAME INDUCTION - NOV. 9

2012 ALUMNI AWARD CEREMONY - DEC. 8

Tara Wartman McClimon ’98

David Vasily, M.D. ’71 Comenius Alumni Award

Heidi Wolfsberger Peoples ’02

Kathleen Malu, Ph.D. ’73

Tony Jaso ’50
Fred Reinhard, Honorary Inductee
The 1989 Men’s Track & Field Team
William Marsh ’56 Herbstman Award recipient
for his support of Moravian athletics
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Benigna Education Award
Bill Trub ’03 and Scott Williams ’04
Young Alumni Achievement Award
Betsey Tait Puth ’51 Medallion of Merit

of continuing education at the Seminary.
This reunion was initiated by Bill Needs
’62 and Ken Briggs ’62.
The weekend ended with a gourmet
dessert reception, where alumni listened
to music by the Jazz Hounds, 20 alumni
musicians directed by Neil Wetzel, associate professor of music.
View photos from the weekend and
the video of the Pi Mu Reunion at www.
moravian.edu/alumniphotos.

Mixing and mingling in
New York City
Wearing business attire, and with business
cards in hand, more than 40 students spent
a March evening networking with alumni
from 1972 through 2011.
“The willingness of the alumni to
share their time and expertise was wonderful, and the students were pleased with
how forthcoming they were,” said Amy
Saul, director of career development.
Andy Hart ’90, vice president of Tiffany
and Co.’s diamond division and chair of
Moravian’s Leadership Council, hosted the
event in Tiffany’s 5th Avenue offices.
“We have about 200 alumni working
in the New York City metro area, creating
a great network of potential connections
and opportunities for our students,” said
Julia Gasdaska ’07, assistant director of
leadership giving and event co-organizer.
“What does it mean to be a Moravian
alum?” asked Andy Hart in his introductory remarks. “Look around the room.
In the hyper-competitive world we live in
today, it’s important for the college and for
the students that we give back. And this
can take different shapes, both financial
and career assistance. But I and my fellow
alumni—for whom Moravian played such
a large part in our lives—have a responsibility to give back.”
See photos of the event at
www.moravian.edu/alumniphotos.
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RECENT HAPPENINGS

Alumni gather around
the country
Moravian alumni found several
opportunities to gather around the
country this spring. Greyhounds got together for a fun
evening at the Back Bay Social Club in Boston, thanks to
Trever Sweeney ’11, Katie Lewis ’10 and Allie Piper ’07.
Connie Stirling Hodson ’68 hosted a dinner reception at the
Ten Club in Chicago, where almost 30 alumni and guests met
with President Christopher and Dr. Kathy Thomforde and
were treated to music by Moravian students, Lizzie Brodt
’12 and Missy Zirkel ’13. And Rachel Kyria Licausi ’04, Deb
Leibensperger Klokis ’04, and Rob Vogel ’79 rallied a group
of alumni at the Manayunk Brew Pub for a fun evening on
the restaurant's deck.

Freshmen Welcome
Picnics

SAVE THE DATES!

The first summer picnic welcoming freshmen
and their families took place June 20 at the home
of Robert Verrone ’90 in Spring Lake, N.J. (Other
picnics were held July 12 in Bridgewater, N.J., at the
home of Suzanne Kmet Diaz ’91 and Bill Diaz; July
16 in King of Prussia, Pa., at the home of Dean Molle
’83 and Joanne Belletti Molle ‘82; July 17 in West
Caldwell, N.J., at the home of Susan Mantegari Hill
’80 and James Hill, and July 19 in Bethlehem at the
home of Rick Kingston ’77 and Leslie Kingston.

FOR DETAILS OR
REGISTRATION,
CONTACT THE ALUMNI
HOUSE: 610 861-1366 OR
WWW.MORAVIAN.EDU/ALUMNI.

September 12
Graduate Symposium

September 21

Lifelong Learners

March 31

ALUMNIBOOKSHELF

Alumni and friends came to campus for a day-long symposium on
“The Crash Of ‘08”. The program, created by the Alumni Association’s
Lifelong Learning Committee, featured a wide range of presentations
aimed at providing a holistic view of the meltdown and allowed
participants to interact with experts and practitioners on causes and
possible preventive measures. To read more about the symposium
visit www.moravian.edu/crash08.

When G. Bruce Boyer ’63 met and interviewed Maria Cooper Janis, daughter of actor Gary Cooper, he recognized immediately that her photos
were the real story. “She had albums
stacked on the floor, three-feet high,”
he remembers. “Most were candid photos
taken by her mother. They were fabulous.”
The two whittled down thousands of pictures
to 150, many of which had never been seen
publically, and then Boyer wrote an essay
about Cooper’s style. They call the work
Gary Cooper—Enduring Style.
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Omnicron Gamma Omega: Gus
Rampone Memorial Golf Outing

September 27

Coffee & Connections networking
event in Philadelphia

October 3

Student and Alumni networking
event on campus

October 12

Boyer majored in English and philosophy,
Rocco Calvo Golf Outing
and has been a noted men’s fashion writer and
editor for more than 35 years. He was men’s
October 13
fashion editor of Town & Country for 15 years,
Homecoming
and has had articles published in The New
Yorker, Esquire, and Harper’s Bazaar, among
October 23
others, and he has written several books about
Student and Alumni networking
style and fashion.
event in New York City
Boyer recommends that aspiring writers find
their passion and specialize. “It’s not that difficult
to narrow your field. If you specialize, you have a
better chance of rising to
Has your book been published recently? Please share
the top,” he says.
the good news; write phanna@moravian.edu.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON CLASS NOTE SUBMISSIONS, GO TO WWW.MORAVIAN.EDU/CLASSNOTES

MORAVIAN COLLEGE MAGAZINE
publishes all class notes that we receive. We
reserve the right to edit for space or style,
and some information may appear only online
at www.moravian.edu/classnotes.
All class correspondents with an e-mail
address are listed within the notes. Some
correspondents without e-mail access are
listed below. If your class year is not shown
or does not list a named correspondent either
here or online, e-mail your information to
alumrel@moravian.edu or mail to Pat Hanna,
Alumni Relations Office, Moravian College,
1200 Main Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018.
DEADLINES FOR SUBMISSIONS:
October 1 for the fall issue.
March 1 for the Spring issue.
July 1 for the Summer issue.
PHOTO POLICY FOR CLASSNOTES:
• Please send us your image as a jpg file
at 300 dpi.
• We publish one photo per wedding or birth
• We welcome photos of gatherings of alumni
and will publish as many as space permits.

Class correspondents without e-mail access:
1942 – Mary Kuehl Concevitch, 1036 Center St.,
Bethlehem, Pa. 18018
1943 – Margaret L. Albright, 129 N. 11th St.,
Allentown, Pa. 18102
1943 – June Bright Reese, 801 N. Wahneta St.,
Apt. 203, Allentown, Pa. 18109
1946 – Ada Zellner Flower, 834 Hilltop Road,
Oyster Bay, N.Y. 11771
1952 – Mary T. Pongracz, 321 W. Fourth St.,
Bethlehem, Pa. 18015
1954 – Helen Desh Woodbridge, 3574 Browning
Lane, Bethlehem, Pa. 18017
1955 – Helen Varady Keyser, 2038 Kemmerer St.,
Bethlehem, Pa. 18017

1945
Jane Smith Ebelhare; jebelhare@aol.com

1947
Margaret Loveless Browne; pegbrownenj@
medleas.com

1949
Norma Boldt Wynne; nbwynne@aol.com

1952
Ruth Treut Schlecht wrote that she was
sorry that could not attend the 60th reunion (the 50th was wonderful) but sends
her greetings to her classmates.

1957
Pearl Stein; steinpearl18@gmail.com

1958
Daneen Jones Phelps; phelps_dani@yahoo.com
Joseph Guman has been inducted into
the Lehigh Valley Chapter of the
National Football Foundation Hall of
Fame. Guman was the team captain
at Allentown Central Catholic High
School and was an honorable mention
Pennsylvania All State Team selection
in 1953. He continued playing at the
University of Richmond and at Moravian,
where he lettered all three football seasons.
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Guman continued his football career as
an assistant coach at Hellertown High
School and William Allen High School in
Allentown. He served as head coach at
Salisbury High School. He completed his
coaching career at Moravian from 1974
to 1981. Joe and his wife, Virginia, live in
Bethlehem, and their son Gregory Guman
’81 is a PGA Club Professional in
Wilmington, N.C.

1959
Kathy Werst Detwiler; kathydetwiler@
comcast.net

1960
James Houser; jjhmd0831@yahoo.com or
Peter French; drplfrench@aol.com
Charles Bartolet, Jr. was recently
inducted into the Hall of Fame at Saucon
Valley High School. Bartolet is responsible
for the introduction of wrestling to
Hellertown High School in 1960; he
spent the next 25 years as the program’s
head coach. Bartolet also served the
Hellertown/Saucon Valley School District
for more than 50 years as a teacher,
administrator and school board director.

1961
Sam Maczko; sfmaczko@yahoo.com

1962

For Comenius Center alumni notes
Dee Lohman; lohmand@eastonsd.org or
Sherron Quinn; Shquinn222@yahoo.com

LEGACY GRADS: Heather Bortz ‘05 and
Philip Bortz ‘12

LEGACY GRADS: Selena Agnor ‘12 and
Alex Agnor ‘10

Merr Trumbore; trummy@zoominternet.net or
Emma Demuth Williams; eldw@ptdprolog.net
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1963
Bill Leicht; 16819 N. 59th Place; wcleicht07@
gmail.com

1964
Kathleen Cavanaugh; Katcav1@gmail.com

1965
Robert Houser; bobhouser@atmc.net
James Groff was inducted into the
Pennridge-Quakertown Sports Hall of

Fame in May. Groff enjoyed standout
football careers at both Pennridge and at
Moravian and had two tryouts with the
Philadelphia Eagles. At Moravian, he lettered twice while playing both offense and
defense.
Bob Houser writes to encourage
former classmates to send in notes about
where they are and what they are doing as
the class’ 50th anniversary approaches.

1966

1967
Kathie Broczkowski Klein; kbklein@ptd.net

1968
Jill Stefko; ravenfirephd@yahoo.com
Don Powell has fulfilled his dream of
hiking the Appalachian Trail. Visit his blog
at donpowelladventure.wordpress.com to
learn all about his trek and to see some
fantastic photos.

David Berg; dgberg@erols.com

A leader on and off the basketball court
Rick Coslett, D.M.D. ’80

D

r. Rick Coslett ’80 has embraced a challenge few others would. And
he enthusiastically credits his years at Moravian College, especially

his time on the basketball court there, for helping guide him toward his
dreams.
The Temple University-trained dentist left the comforts of his successful practice in Shavertown, Pa., to join the U.S. Army Dental Corps at
the age of 51 because, he says, “I didn’t want to be one of those people,
who, when they get older, say I could’ve, should’ve, would’ve. I can say,
I did it.”
From the desolate landscape of Afghanistan, where Coslett is living
in a tent with five other men, he spoke of the influence Moravian and
athletics have had on his life.
Recruited by several colleges, the 6’ 5” Coslett chose Moravian
because of the unique talents of coach Ted Zawacki. “He was different.
I told him I thought I might want to be a dentist, and he introduced me to
Dr. Richard Zahm,” a Bethlehem dentist. Because the coach went out of
his way to help him out, Coslett knew Moravian cared about him as more
than “just” a basketball player, but as a whole person.
“The great thing about Moravian is that it educates you in a way that
actually challenges you. You’re encouraged to explore different areas, to
get out of your comfort zone,” he adds.
Coslett says he’s always been athletic, and has learned much on the
college basketball court that has served as a template for his life. Although
his basketball career “seems like a lifetime ago,” the father of two still
remembers the words of former Moravian athletic icon Rocco Calvo.
“Coach Calvo told us that participating in athletics teaches us how to
win, how to lose and how to compete, and how to use it all when the cheers
have faded into memory,” recalls Coslett. “Every day, I abide by that.”
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To Jim Walker, the coach
who followed Zawacki, Coslett
always has been a man of
exceptional talent on and off the
court. As a junior, Coslett was
on the selection committee that
recommended Walker for head
men’s basketball coach.
“I remember thinking that this guy will make a good team captain
based on the type of questions he asked during the interview. Sure enough,
his teammates selected him as captain. He was the excellent leader that I
thought he would become,” says Walker, who remains head coach today
and considers Coslett a friend.
The strong feelings are reciprocated. “Coach Walker has been an
excellent ambassador of the Moravian tradition of combining athletics
with academic integrity,” says Coslett.
What he learned playing Division III basketball for Moravian prepared Coslett well for both life and the Army, which is not as strange as it
might sound.
“In Division III, you’re playing in front of hundreds, not thousands.
You ride in buses, not on planes. You don’t sleep in hotels. You don’t get
any special treatment by professors,” he explains. “What you do find is
self-fulfillment and you create life-long bonds.
“Much like the military, the job you do as a college athlete at a small
school is not glamorous,” says Coslett.
The belief in integrity as its own reward which he learned on the
courts and classrooms at Moravian, however, lasts a lifetime.
—Freda Savana
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Births
Denise Auter-Goble
’96 and husband,
Glenn, a son, Luke
Alexander, March
19.

LEGACY GRADS: Roy Boyd ‘82, Allison Boyd ‘12,
Laura Boyd ‘09 and Sabrina Zimpfer Boyd ‘82

1969
Tim Tedesco; tatsrr@aol.com
Donald F. Spry and James F. Swartz
’86, partners in the law firm KingSpry,
have been named 2012 Pennsylvania Super
Lawyers by Super Lawyer and Philadelphia
magazines.
Dave Saltzer is nearing retirement and
has given up his private counseling practice; however, Penn State still wants him to
teach courses. This summer he is teaching
an advanced statistics class using the book
he wrote, and in the fall, he will teach basic
statistics and introduction to psychology.
Dave’s daughter, Brynn Saltzer Buskirk
’04, just received her master’s degree from
Lehigh University.
Noel DeSousa and his wife, Nancy
Christie, have recently retired to Prescott,
Arizona. He spent 40 years as a public
school teacher and principal in
Pennsylvania and New Hampshire. College friends and SPO brothers may contact
him at noel.j.desousa@gmail.com.
Paul Martinelli has worked in the
Lower Merion School District for 40 years,
where he has been the middle school prin-

LEGACY GRADS: Elizabeth Brodt ‘12 and Ralph
Brodt ‘75
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Reagan Elizabeth Goudy

Jennifer Kastle
Goudy ’97 and
Abigail Maegan Dodd
husband, John, a
daughter, Reagan Elizabeth, April 14.
Susan Kastle Hardy ’00 and husband,
Stephen, a daughter, Emma Elizabeth,
November 5, 2011.
Jennifer Coffin Dodd ’99 and Joshua
Dodd ’99 a girl, Abigail Maegan, April
3. Abigail weighed in at 7lbs., 6oz.
Solita Twomey Tullo ’99 and husband,
Grant, a boy, their fourth child,
Rannoch Patrick Anderson, Jan. 26.

Emma Elizabeth Hardy

Keith LaBar ’06 and Candy Geary LaBar
’06, a son, Noah Jackson, March 4.

Melissa Dunne-Porter Wiedmayer ’05
and Joseph Wiedmayer ’00, a girl, Elly
Sophie, June 9.

Rachel Kyria Licausi ’04 and Jamison
Licausi ’04, a daughter, Claire Eve,
Februrary 11.

Jasmine Newton Kyzer ’02 and husband,
Anthony, a girl, Victoria Elizabeth,
March 27.

cipal for 19 years and was head football
coach of the high school. He also coached
at Widener and Villanova universities.
A few years before Paul retired, his wife
Angela opened a restaurant called Tre
Famiglia in Haddonfield, N.J., which was
voted The Best of South Jersey for the

last three years. Angela and Paul have five
children and seven grandchildren.
Tim Tedesco and his wife, Janet,
traveled to Washington, D.C. to attend
the wedding of their niece at Woodend
Audubon Sanctuary in Chevy Chase, Md.
This summer, they spent time at their farm
in Thompson, Pa., where they made jams,
jellies, and pickles, planted deer food plots,
cared for the Christmas trees, fished, went
target shooting, swam, hiked, worked on
the train layout, took day trips and enjoyed a visit from their children and granddaughters. Tim also entered his watercolors
in the Harford Fair, and Janet entered her
preserves and photography.

LEGACY GRADS: Christina Haas Churilla ‘83 and
Nicole Churilla ‘12
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1971
John Madison; moravianalum@aol.com

1972
Terrell McMann; mcmann1@enter.net
Virginia Swett Stanglein works as a
claims representative for the Social

Security Administration. She enjoys traveling, participating as an AAUW member,
staying active in the Unity Church, and trying to keep up with her 91-year-old father.

1973
Dennis Jones; djones@keystone-auto.com
or Priscilla Barres Schueck; Priscilla@
volunteerlv.org
LEGACY GRADS: Mike D’Italia ‘76 and Melissa
D’Italia ‘12

Weddings

1974
Cyndee Andreas Grifo; cyndeegrifo@mac.com

1975
Susan Bacci Adams; sba402@aol.com

1976
Rev. J. Neil Alexander has been appointed Dean of The School of Theology at
University of the South, a private coeducational liberal arts school in Sewanee, Tenn.

Jackie Collette and Jason Fox

1977
John Fauerbach; johnjfauerbach@yahoo.com

1978

Peter Bilinsky and Leah Williams

Peter Bilinsky ’00 and Leah Williams ’01
were married on New Year’s Eve at St.
Clement’s Church in Philadelphia with
a reception at Le Meridien. Moravian
alumni bridesmaids were Heather
Deeble Bedel ’01 and Jessica Marchand
Emmitt ’01. Moravian alumni groomsmen were Andrew Wallace ’00, Shaun
Robbins ’00, Steve Earley ’01, and Jim
O’Rourke ’00. Brooke Dancho ’01
was a reader. Other alumni attendees
were Melissa Keysock Dulin ’02, Mike
Keysock ’00, Jaya Valiyil Krishnan ’01,
Chrissy Koonce Schaffer ’01, Brian Fry
’01, Jon Seaman ’00, Chris Braun ’01,
Dave Adamski ’00, Karl Searing ’01,
Marcey Wittmeyer Healey ’89, Paul
Polsky ’88, Ryan Schick ’00, Jennifer
Tori Schick ’03 and Amy DePuy ’01.
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Jackie Collette ’05 and Jason Fox were
married at Huff’s Church in Alburtis,
Pa., on May 19. The reception was
held at Bear Creek Resort. Gena Gallo
Holmes ’05 was a member of the wedding party. Other Moravian attendees
were Joey Holmes ’05, Katie Stocker
’05, Joe Castellano ’61 and his wife
JoAnne, and Barbara Parry from the
Alumni Relations office. Jackie and
Jason honeymooned in Ocho Rios,
Jamaica.

Dawn Allen; Dawnallen726@gmail.com
Case Foods, Inc. and its Case Farms
affiliated companies have announced the
appointment of Michael Popowycz to
vice chairman and chief financial officer.

Rachel Colancecco ’06 to Justin
Heinrich, October 1, 2011.
Amanda Labib ’09 to Andrew Miranda ’09,
June 9.

LEGACY GRADS: Donald Kemmerer ‘99, Barbara
Doyle Kemmerer ‘76, Jennifer Doyle ‘94, Shawn
Doyle ‘12, Kathleen Doyle Dowd ‘68 and Michael
Dowd ‘71

SUMMER 2012

Popowycz has served on the Case Foods’
board of directors since his election in
2005. Prior to joining Case Foods, he spent
two years with Bell Atlantic Corporation
and seven years with Perdue Farms Inc. in
various accounting and tax positions.

1979
Daniel McCabe has been named chief
administrative officer for CareSource, a
leading non-profit public sector managed
care company based in Dayton, Ohio. McCabe will oversee the company’s human
resources department, enterprise risk management, vendor management, CareSource
University and the CareSource Foundation.

Following the
“right way”
Bob Gratz ’75

B

ob Gratz ’75 didn’t come to Moravian

Since graduating from Moravian, Gratz

College for its small class sizes, the

has continued to be a positive presence at the

chance to do research with faculty members

College. He received the Benigna Education

or the hands-on learning opportunities—all

Award for outstanding contributions to the

qualities he came to appreciate later. He

field of education in 2006. He also is a member

really came for the game.

of the Hall of Fame and is a recipient of the

He loved football, and watching his two
older brothers play for legendary Moravian
coach, Rocco Calvo, cemented his desire

LEGACY GRADS: Paula Matus Ferry ‘74, William
Ferry ‘12 and Jack Ferry ‘78

Bob Gratz '75, left, with Coach Rocco
Calvo and Jon VanValkenburg '77 after
the Moravian-Muhlenberg game in
November 1974.

Gillespie Award for outstanding service to
Moravian athletics.
Gratz took the lessons learned from

to attend Moravian. “I believe football is a

Coach Calvo and transposed them into the

game that should be played the right way,

classrooms in which he taught and the

and watching the way Rocco Calvo coached

school districts he supervised throughout

reinforced that this was where I wanted to

his career, as well as with the young

play football.”

athletes he has coached. Gratz recently

For Gratz, the “right way” is all about

retired as superintendent of schools for the

Candy Barr Heimbach is listed as one
of the top 50 women Pennsylvania Super
Lawyers 2012. She is with the firm of
Marshall, Dennehey, Warner, Coleman &
Goggin in Bethlehem.

teaching with class and dignity—not just

Hackettstown Public Schools and joined

training the players in skills and strategies.

Moravian as director of leadership giving on

What he observed was how the game

August 1.

about winning. “He cared for us and for

Coach Calvo treated me as an athlete, and

1980

our development as young men. I treasure

I tried to do the same for my athletes,” he

the memories and camaraderie with my

says. “Skills, ability, wins, losses—to be

teammates, but I mostly remember the quality

able to compete and be proficient—all

of the experience that was provided by Coach

were important, but never by sacrificing an

1981

Calvo.”

individual or putting a young man in harm's

Craig “Kegger” Bartlett; cbavfco@comcast.
net

and sociology and a certificate in secondary

Molly Donaldson Brown; unsinkable@fast.net

1982
Lori Vargo Heffner; laheffner@verizon.net
Moravian’s head softball coach, John
Byrne, picked up his 60th career victory on
April 9 in the second game of the non-conference doubleheader sweep at Delaware
Valley College. Byrne becomes the 14th
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was played at Moravian; it wasn’t only

Gratz graduated with a degree in history
education. He then earned his master’s degree

“I have always tried to emulate how

way, whether it be physical, spiritual or
emotional.
“I wouldn’t have been able to do the

in secondary education administration from

things I did, as a coach, professional,

Lehigh University and was presented with

educator and administrator if it hadn’t been

an honorary doctor of humane letters from

for his nurturing and support and serving as a

Centenary College in Hackettstown, N.J., in

positive role model."

January 2012.

—Brenda Lange
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Biology, music, sports: finding balance
Emily Shertzer ’02
Environmental planner, PA State Dept. of Military and Veterans Affairs

W

hen Emily Shertzer ’02 was a biology major

science. As a member of the U.S. team, she earned

at Moravian, she knew life as a science

a stipend and prize money and was funded through

major was stressful. That’s why she dove into

the U.S. Olympic Committee, although she was also

music and sports to keep her sanity. She still relies

working a part-time job and taking classes.

on those hobbies to stay in shape, both physically

Shertzer moved back to Pennsylvania in

and mentally, although they have taken a bit of a

November 2008, after finishing the pentathlon

turn since she graduated.

season. She found a job as an environmental

While a student, Shertzer was a member of

planner for the PA State Dept. of Military and

LEGACY GRADS: Ryan Hess ‘09 and Allison Hess ‘12

active NCAA Division III softball coach,
and the 20th Division III coach of all-time,
to reach 600 career wins.

Moravian’s cross country and indoor and outdoor

Veterans Affairs in Fort Indiantown Gap, where

1983

track teams and studied oboe and English horn as

she ensures that military construction and training

Karen Skoyles; skoyles@lakesnet.net

a music minor, playing in the

activities comply with the National

College’s oboe and baroque

Environmental Policy Act.

ensembles, and performing

Shertzer also is a member

1984

several solos in Christmas

of the Air National Guard’s

Diane Sciabica Mandry; mandryd@fast.net

Vespers.

553rd Band of the Mid-Atlantic,

Dr. Manuel A. Gonzalez, director of
international programs at Northampton
Community College, has received the Dr.
Werner Kubsch Award. This international
award is given by Community Colleges for
International Development, Inc. (CCID)
to a community college educator who has
demonstrated outstanding achievement in
international education related to community colleges and to the betterment of
international relations.
Dr. Janice M. Thomas was recently
interviewed on a talk radio show,
Talk2Brazil.com. Thomas has served as
the director of the International Education
Center at Brookdale Community
College since August 2007. Prior to joining
Brookdale, she worked at the University

“Participating in music

for which she plays the oboe

and sports is really what made

at special events and certain

college so enjoyable for me,”

ceremonies. Her participation

says Shertzer. “I developed

with the Guard is what led her

close friends in these activities

to marathon running, and in only

and still keep in touch with

her second marathon, the Marine

most of my former teammates,

Corps Marathon in October of

and we all try to get together

2011, she finished in 2:45.55, a

at least once a year. I still use

time that qualified her for the

music and running to keep

2012 Olympic trials in Houston in

myself balanced and healthy in

January 2012.

mind, body and spirit.”
After graduation, Shertzer was recruited to

“That’s a very short turnaround time [to
train for the trials] but I had never expected to

compete with the United States Olympic Team in

get there in the first place, so I just went for it,”

the pentathlon, an event that includes shooting,

she remembers. “I finished higher than I thought

swimming, fencing, horseback riding and cross-

I would, but certainly had no expectations on

country running. She became a full-time athlete

placing in the top three, qualifying for the Olympic

for six years, competing with the world team and

marathon team. I was just excited to be there at all

qualifying for the 2008 Olympics, but missing a slot

and have the opportunity to run in the trials.”

on the final team by one. She was an alternate, but

Shertzer doesn’t see an end to her

didn’t get to compete in Beijing.
While training, first in San Antonio, then in

involvement in either music or sports, in fact, she
now regularly competes in triathlons. “It’s just so

Colorado Springs, Shertzer enrolled in the graduate

good for you mentally, emotionally and physically. I

program at the University of Texas, San Antonio,

don’t plan to stop.”

and earned her master’s degree in environmental
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—Kate Helm '05

LEGACY GRADS: Anne Hoffman ‘12 and Luke
Hoffman ‘09
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of New Orleans, Ohio State University,
the University of Alabama and Moravian
College. For more than 20 years, she has
been an active member of NAFSA: Association of International Educators. She is
a frequent presenter at state, regional and
annual meetings.

1985
Lynn Muschlitz LaBarre; labarrefam@fast.net

LEGACY GRADS: Andy Bender ’81, Mary Yavorski
Bender ’81, Natalie Lawrence ’12, Rob Yavorski, Jr.
MD ’83

LEGACY GRADS: Elizabeth Nihen ‘12 and Christa
Speck Stratton ‘06

1988
Dianne Pelaggi Irr; Diannefp@gmail.com
Pete Chimera has just been hired as the
head boys’ basketball coach at Souderton
High School.
LEGACY GRADS: Katie Hungarter ‘12 and Margaret
Mason Marcks ‘43

1986
Janes and Lynda Farrell Swartz; lfswartz@
rcn.com
James F. Swartz and Donald F. Spry ’69,
partners in the law firm KingSpry, have
been named 2012 Pennsylvania Super
Lawyers by Super Lawyer and Philadelphia
magazines.

1987
Diane Hvizdak Taylor; dianektaylor@hotmail.
com

1989
Kerri Selland Pepoy; kerripopoy@yahoo.com

LEGACY GRADS: Tim Puckett, Jessica Puckett
‘12, Jane Lefanto Puckett ‘83 and Jennifer Puckett
Carley ‘90

1990

1992

Mary Beth Sierzega Afflerbach;
afflerbachmb@yahoo.com

1991
Melissa dePamphilis Jarman; mdepamph@
yahoo.com or Christine A. Palermo-Wallach;
capw516@aol.com
Brian Sarisky has been appointed to senior
vice president of commercial lines underwriting and product development at Selective Insurance Group in Branchville, N.J.

Charlie Mamrak was recently named CEO
of SeraCare Life Sciences, bringing his experience in the biosciences industry to help
the company grow its precision medicine
business. Most recently, Mamrak was
CEO of PML Microbiologicals.
Bill Bergen, manager for The NJM
Insurance Group, was recently promoted
to director. He has been with the company
since 1988.
LEGACY GRADS: Lauren Martini ‘12 and Sherwood
Gum ‘56
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John S. Nunnemacher; moravian92@me.com
or Michael Q. Roth; mgr01@moravian.edu
Jacquelin Brova, who earned her MBA
from Moravian, was recently honored by
Penn State with a Service to Penn State
Award. She is executive vice president of
human resources for Church & Dwight
Co., Inc. Brova also co-chairs the Labor
Studies and Employment Relations Alumni
Board and has taught courses for Penn
State’s World Campus.

1993
The National Kitchen & Bath Association
(NKBA) has announced that Bill Darcy
is its new chief executive officer. In his
new role, he will continue the leadership
he began in April 2011 as executive vice
president.
Kathryn Schaar Burke is debuting a
special illustration of Pip the Mouse, a
fictional mouse puppet well-known in
Allentown. The 50th anniversary of Pip’s
arrival in Allentown will be celebrated at
the Liberty Bell Museum on November 15,
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2000

and will be one of the events marking the
250th birthday of the city. Burke created
an activity book for children and adults
about Pip and the history of Allentown
in 2007 and another book about Pip that
relates the history of the Lehigh and Delaware canals in Pennsylvania. Kathryn is
the exhibitions and collections manager at
Muhlenberg College’s Martin Art Gallery.
Elizabeth Kuehner Mauch, Ph.D., has
accepted the position of dean of the College
of Education at Bloomsburg University.

LEGACY GRADS: Pat Ruggerrio ‘10 and Krista
Ruggerrio ‘12

1994

1997

Denise Bradley; denise.bradley@tevausa.com

1996
Deb Yuengling Ferhat; jdferhat@comcast.net
Samir Stewart played a prominent role
in the indie film 9 Eleven, which won
best feature at The People’s Film Festival in New York City. The film also has
been awarded a Rising Star Award at the
Canada International Film Festival in
Vancouver. In addition to acting, Stewart is
an economist at the World Bank.

Faithann Cheslock Stephey; LaybugFVC@aol.
com or Lisa Hahn Egan; Lisahahn13@hotmail.
com
Ellen Blum recently got engaged to
Matthew D. Hager. A November wedding
is planned.

The Lehigh University Police Department
has honored Cpl. Anthony Gallagher as
the Ninth Annual Police Officer of the
Year. Gallagher, a six-year member of
the LUPD, was chosen by a committee of
representatives from across the university
community. LUPD Chief Ed Shupp commended Gallagher’s dedication to campus
safety through his supervision of the
Community Police Unit, which debuted in
January 2010.
Carla Thomas is living in South
Whitehall Township with her children
Coby, 10, and Jana, 8. Carla works at
the Allentown Art Museum of the Lehigh
Valley and is pursuing a master’s degree
in library science from Clarion University,
after having worked in several libraries.
Tamara Tucker-Mehlig received the
Professional Staff Excellence Award from
Northampton Community College where
she is assistant to the president.

Jennie Joshi; Jennie.coughlin@sanofiaventis.com

1999
Christina Fulton; cfulton1124@yahoo.com

LEGACY GRADS: Robert Gaul ‘53, Steven Redd ‘12
and Keri Redd ‘06
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Courtney Parrella; sunshine92779msn.com

Tiffany Shenman; Tiffshen2@aol.com

1998
LEGACY GRADS: Peter Raines ‘76, Gillian Raines
‘10, Evan Raines ‘12 and Anne Raines

2001

Jennifer Coffin Dodd received a Ph.D. in
music education from Temple University
on January 27. Her dissertation is titled
Effects on Curricular Content on the
Choral Music Preferences of Adolescents.
She is currently employed as the choral
director of Dieruff High School.

LEGACY GRADS: Daniel Selmasska ‘12 and Carl
Selmasska ‘96

2002
Brienne Wilson Rodriguez; briennewilson@
gmail.com
On March 9 Airman 1st Class, Emily
Shertzer, was been chosen by the Air Force
as Athlete of the Year for her sustained success in military athletic competitions. She
had the fastest female time in the history
of the All-Guard Marathon Team, with a
time of 2 hours, 54 minutes at the National Guard Marathon in Lincoln, Neb.
She won the top spot for National Guard
Females and second place among all female
runners. It was her first marathon.
See full profile on page 28.

2003

Regina Lacombe Laine; pjfairy@aol.com
Allentown Central Catholic High School
recently promoted John Cupples IV to
head football coach.
Alyson Dobracki D.O. has finished
a Geriatric Medicine Fellowship. Last
fall, her case report Multiple Head and
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received her master’s degree from Lehigh
University, is the director of marketing at
Phoebe Homes, a company that provides
for senior living.
Robb Fillman accepted a teaching fellowship at Lehigh University to pursue a
Ph.D. in English.

2005
LEGACY GRADS: Rich Thierolf ‘78 and Jamie
Thierolf ‘12

Neck Tumors Following Treatment for
Craniopharyngioma was published in the
journal Pituitary. She is currently working on a weight-loss program for elders.
She has received prizes for her work at the
Eastern Pennsylvania Geriatrics Society
and at Temple University Hospital research
forum.

Regina LaCaruba; regina.lacaruba@comcast.net
Jamie Steigerwalt recently got engaged to
Sjaun Lobdell. A November wedding is
planned.
Dan Rundle is engaged to Nina Hertzog.

2006
Lauren Bahnatka Bachner; mrsbachner@
gmail.com

2007

2004
Jessica Naugle; jln13@comcast.net
Brynn Saltzer Buskirk, who recently

Laura Sahlender; laurasahlender@gmail.com
Kellie Cole and Thomas Kesler have gotten
engaged. The couple, who met in Rome,

LEGACY GRADS: Nicholas Yelito ‘12 and Jennel
Yelito ‘08

Italy, plans to wed in June 2013 at The
Greentree Country Club overlooking Long
Island Sound.
William Gayeski recently got engaged
to Gretchen Barrick. He is a director at
Winning Strategies ITS in Newark, N.J. A
2014 wedding is planned.
Matthew Brehm and Meredith
Wertheim ’09 have gotten engaged while
on vacation in Paris. A May 2013 wedding
is planned. Matthew is in his fifth year as
an officer with the NYPD. Meredith is a
pediatric nurse at NYU Medical Center.

Celebrating the life of a special teacher
D
aniel Gilbert, Ph.D., professor emeritus of history, passed away

the history of sport in American life.

in late April. Dr. Gilbert, 87, was born in Niagara Falls, N.Y., and

He also served as a student advisor,

was married to his wife, Joan Tyler Gilbert, for 62 years. Gilbert

guiding students toward identifying

served in the U.S. Army during WWII, and then attended Middlebury

their strengths and choosing career

College in Vermont, where he earned a bachelor’s degree in

paths.

American literature and met his future wife. He earned his M.A. and
Ph.D. in American civilization from the University of Pennsylvania.
As a professor of history at Moravian College from 1953 to 1988,

As the author of numerous articles,
book reviews and essays on Lehigh Valley and American history,
Dr. Gilbert was recognized as an expert in the field. His last major

Dr. Gilbert practiced what he had learned from his history professor

project was his contribution to the book, Freddy’s War: The Civil War

at Penn—always make class interesting. From 1963 to 1972, Gilbert

Letters of John Frederick Frueauff, which was compiled and edited

served as chair of the history department, and then returned after

by Dr. Gilbert and published by Moravian College in 2006.

retirement as a part-time professor of history and college archivist
until September 2001.
Professor Gilbert specialized in American colonial and Civil War

Donations in Professor Gilbert’s honor may be sent to the
Moravian College Tyler-Gilbert Endowed Scholarship Fund, c/o Patti
Price, director of planned giving at pprice@moravian.edu.

history and taught a variety of courses in American history, including
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In Memoriam

LEGACY GRADS: Paul Tuttle ‘81 and Sean Tuttle ‘12

LEGACY GRADS: Bonnie Carmella Zucal ‘07,
Alyson Zucal ‘12 and Frank Zucal ‘81

2008

2011

Cate Savoth has been teaching English as a
second language to elementary students at
the LCI Academy in Mok-dong, Seoul, for
the past year. She also plans curriculum
and created a new story telling class. Her
other classes include phonics, grammar,
literature and conversation.
Katie Kizina has gotten engaged to Eric
Frusciante. A 2014 wedding is planned.

Rachel Kleiner; Kliner.rachel@gmail.com
Robert Brown will be conducting Franz
Joseph Haydn’s Trumpet Concerto in E-flat
Major, first movement, in the next USC
Symphony Orchestra concert.
Jen Mead has been accepted into the
Ph.D. program in immunology at the
University of California, Davis. She is currently in the master’s program in molecular
medicine at Drexel University in
Philadelphia.
Jon Baltz will be honored at the
Northeast PA Chapter of the Cystic
Fibrosis Foundation’s Monroe County’s
Finest Under Forty Dinner. Those honored
exemplify strong leadership qualities, are
active in volunteer roles, and have excelled
in their chosen profession. The Finest
campaign is designed to spotlight young
leaders, honoring their professional and
charitable accomplishments.

2009
Cassidy Thomas; CassidyLThomas@gmail.com
Vickie Bartkus earned her master's of education degree in May, and she is employed
as an 11th grade English teacher at Dieruff
High School, in Allentown, Pa.
Mark Maglione and his girlfriend,
Allison, are engaged and plan to marry in
November 2013. He recently earned his
master’s degree in special education from
Monmouth University.
Lisa Lasko received her M.Ed. from
Lehigh University in May and is a clinical
therapist at Holcomb Behavioral Health
Systems in Easton, Pa.

2010
Kelly Schneider; kellytschneider@gmail.com
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Alyson Zucal; ali.zucal@gmail.com

A. Kathrine Miller ’34 – April 3
Rev. Clair Bath ’39 – March 21
Elizabeth Sefton Swanson ’40 – May 5
Robert E. Mushrush Sr. ’41 – June 10
Rev. Richard Michel ’42 – June 16
Rev. Warren A. Sautebin ’43 – April 16
Oscar Thornton ’43 – October 14
Rev. John Morman ’43 – June 26
Paul T. Wentz, Jr. ’44 – March 9
Sally Lewis Bartlett ’45 – July 1
Ernest Barthol ’47 – March 19
James Maley Jr. ’48 – February 29
John E. Thompson ’50 – April 22
Janet Fabian Andre ’51 – March 7
John R. Freefield ’51 – June 21
Paul J. Calvo ’52 – March 31
David H. Gower ’52 – June 30
Mae Kressly Culbert ’53 – June 7
Patricia Browne Hunter ’53 –
December 23
Champ Randall Storch ’56 – May 27
Joseph H. Windish ’56 – April 25
Harold D. Cole ’59 – January 28
Robert R. Haney ’60 – December 11
Kenneth P. Cramer ’60 – March 10
Diana M. Eagan ’63 – June 12
Jutta S. Leheis ’63 – March 10
William Gilbert III ’64 – April 15
Anita Groenfeldt McKeown ’65 –
June 20
Danya J. Klie ’65 – May 7
Mark Tietjen ’67 – May 21
Robert A. Mann Sr. ’67 – March 3
Glenn J. Grigg ’69 – July 2
Catharine Kressley Mimlitsch ’70 –
April 20
Lawrence R. Piltman ’70 – March 15
Dorothy E. Christiansen ’73 – June 4
Judy C. Lazarus ’74 – April 8
Joseph Karoly ’82 – June 15
David J. DalSasso ’85 – May 22
David Fazakas ’88 – May 29
Dennis J. Meyers ’90 – June 10
Wallace Westervelt ’97 – March 21
Jill Rice ’10 – June 23
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Gary Martell ’76

THE MORAVIAN EFFECT
Chief Professional Officer, Boys and Girls Club of Bethlehem

Gary Martell is one of thousands of
Moravian alumni who are involved
members of their communities,
contributing their time and talents
to improving the lives of those
around them.
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